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Hunters Aid  in Discovery of Parasite
in California Black Bears

Bear meat  infected with larvae from
the tapeworm Taenia solium.

20

WesternHunter.com is a
new Internet based
hunting information

service provided by the former
publishers of California Hunter
Magazine.

You can sign-up for the free
weekly e-mail at the
WesternHunter.com home page at
www.westernhunter.com. You get
the latest hunting information for
the western states with heavy
emphasis placed on California.

New Web Site
Tracks
Hunting
Activities

Researchers in California
are working to get a
handle on a parasite that

has apparently been spread from
humans to black bears. The para-
site is a tapeworm (Taenia solium),
known as the pork tapeworm, and
is commonly found in other coun-
tries. It was uncommonly reported
in the United States, but recently
has been shown to be on the rise.

The tapeworm has a complex
life cycle that includes the adult
stage of the tapeworm residing in
the human digestive tract and
shedding eggs in feces; and the
larval stage, which forms small
cysts in muscle tissue of suitable
hosts (typically a pig). This stage,
known as cysticercosis, produces
cream-colored bumps on the meat
that are clearly visible (see photo).
If these cream-colored bumps or
cysts are then ingested by a hu-
man, the cycle begins again.  Ap-
parently, the internal workings
of a bear resembles the pig close

enough that the larval stage finds
it a suitable host in which to form
cysts.  Since 1990, the larval stage
of this tapeworm, Cysticercus
cellusae, has been identified in
black bears in at least four north-
ern California counties.

According to Dr. Pamela Swift, a
DFG wildlife veterinarian, �We
don�t consider this to be a major
health threat to humans or wildlife,
but bear hunters need to be aware
of it for several reasons: first, they
need to know how to recognize
meat infested with the cysts so
they can properly prepare the meat
for human consumption (thorough
cooking) or to properly dispose of
the meat if a severe infestation is
present; and, second, they can
assist in  documenting the distri-


